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             CAMP TREASURE – Our Risen Champions

Since A.R.E. Camp’s founding nearly six decades ago, we have had many 

champions watching out for us along the way—from Hugh Lynn to Charles 

Thomas Cayce who we lost this year, and the LaPrelle and Newlin families, 

including Carol Baraff, who left her body last year and will be honored in 

our new Dining Hall. Robert Osbourne, who left his estate to A.R.E. Camp 

when he died, has provided countless blessings to campers over the years. 

Former A.R.E. Board Chair and Camp lover David Nichols had Camp 

scholarships given in his name since he passed away.

Today, we count on you to champion Camp’s cause and pick up the mantle 

borne by those who came before us. Like them, will you answer the call and 

serve with joy?

Please donate what you can today. $100? $500? $1,000 or more? Maybe 

you’d rather donate $20 or $50 per month? However it works best for you, 

we will be grateful for your gift.

Unless you tell us otherwise, we will split your donation between the Camp 

Building Fund to help rebuild the dining hall and Camp Annual Fund, 

which supports both scholarships and operations. Your personal treasure 

will be well utilized in helping our beloved Camp treasure to flourish and 

prosper.  

Thank you so very much for supporting this place we love so much.  

Yours in Service,

Patrick Belisle  

A.R.E. Development Director and Camp Champion since 1996

P.S. Be sure to mark June 30 to July 2, 2017 on your calendar. That’s the 

weekend we’re planning the Grand Opening festivities for the Dining Hall 

and Shower House at Camp. We hope you will join us for the celebration!

As I write you this letter, freshly back from our beautiful A.R.E. Camp 

valley, the tune of “One Tin Soldier” is running through my mind. We 

sing it every summer at Camp. But today it really hit me that WE ARE 

the people of the mountain from that song! We are the keepers of that 

treasure! In the song, the treasure is the ideal of “peace on Earth.” Our 

own inner peace is clearly something we each treasure. But the big 

treasure of A.R.E. Camp is even richer.

             CAMP TREASURE -  Our Amazing People

A.R.E. Camp is nothing without the people who create it. From our 

enthusiastic, dedicated campers to our joyful, service-focused volunteers 

and staff, the love we all share with each other is the truest treasure we 

give and receive. We are all richer because of you.  

This summer we held two vibrant and packed family camps, a half-dozen 

children’s sessions and hikes, and a few sessions for adults, too. In all, 

we welcomed over 300 friends from across the country to our Blue 

Ridge valley. We worked with our life stories and astrological charts, 

and spent days learning how to lead a prayer-FULL life. We meditated, 

hiked, ate healthfully from our Camp garden, and celebrated each and 

every day. 
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           CAMP TREASURE  – Our Amazing Place

Put simply, there is no other place on Earth like A.R.E. Camp. Where else can you experience all 

that love while living in 3,000 acres of secluded mountain valley nature? What a treasure!

And now we’ve added a new jewel to our treasure trove—this gorgeous new Dining Hall! Who 

would have guessed just over a year ago, when the old one burned down, that we would be gifted 

this gem?? Although the kitchen wasn’t ready for use, we began to use the dining portion of the 

building during the second half of this summer, and our beautiful new building quickly soaked 

up all of the music, stories, and love that we began sharing inside its walls. We still need to raise 

enough funds for us to complete the kitchen, the floors, and all the finishes – at least $25,000. With 

your generous financial support, we will get it done and be ready to celebrate with all of our 

friends in 2017!

           CAMP TREASURE – YOU!

It takes each and every one of us to keep A.R.E. Camp thriving. You are one of the people who 

has done your part over the years to make Camp what it is. And like the other things we love in 

our lives—our homes, our communities, our relationships—Camp needs our vigilant attention and 

upkeep, or our valuable treasure deteriorates.

Will you share your financial treasure to support this Camp you treasure?

Over the past year, you Camp lovers have teamed up to donate $180,000 to rebuild the Dining 

Hall. Wow! Yes, we met Camp’s Matching Gift Fund goal already! Thank you for being part of that 

success to date.

Now we only need $25,000 more to hit our original building goal! Will you share some of your 

treasure to help pay for this new community center—the heart of A.R.E. Camp gatherings? Your 

donation—whether $100, $500, or $1,000—will enrich the lives of thousands of beautiful souls 

over the coming years. Thank you again!

It is our goal to make sure that the magic of Camp is accessible to all who wish to join us. To meet 

that goal, we have an amazing scholarship program. This summer, we awarded approximately 

$9,000 in scholarships to 25 extraordinary campers. Our scholarship program is made possible 

by your generous support as well. Thank you for your commitment to the mission of Camp.
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