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The Spirit of Giving:  
Making a Difference through the A.R.E.

From Development Director Patrick Belisle

Q. What should be the attitude of the officers in seeking donations to the Institute? 
A. Attitude of service to man(kind)… (257-20)

We Did It—YOU Did It—CREATE Campaign Surpasses $30 Million Goal!  

Our thanks for the success of the 
CREATE Campaign have to start 
with the man who named it and 
directed the organization through-
out its duration—our leader Kevin 
J. Todeschi. His vision, inspiration, 
and determination made all of this 
happen. Bless you, Kevin.

We also thank our dedicated 
volunteers who have found 
so many ways to support the 
Campaign over these years: our 
Board of Trustees for supporting 
the project in every way; our 
many volunteers at headquarters 
and around the country who 
hosted conferences, dinners, and 
live-stream parties in support of 
the cause, treating every member 
as special and appreciated; and 
especially both incarnations of our 
Campaign Steering Committee 
who provided strategic direction, 
much-needed encouragement, 

and heartfelt, objective perspective 
on various fundraising letters, ads, 
and events. You have our deepest 
gratitude.

Heartily we thank our incred-
ibly dedicated Development 
staff and A.R.E. colleagues who 
devoted themselves to ensuring the 
Campaign’s success. From producing 
the fundraising letters to depositing 
your checks, and from organizing 
every detail of our myriad events to 
visiting donors or lovingly answering 
your letters and phone calls, our staff 
really came through. Well done.

And finally, we want to thank 
YOU—our members and donors—
who gave and gave, then gave some 
more. This was your Campaign. You 
have changed the world through 
your donations to the Cayce work. 
What a powerful soul group we are! 
Thank you all…thirty million 
times.

30 Million Thanks

On October 10, 2015, we held our 
CREATE Campaign Grand Finale in Virginia 
Beach and we stunned the crowd of 250 
people by announcing the fact that we 
had surpassed our $30 million Campaign 
goal—Three months early! What joy!

Thanks to your overwhelming generosity and the dedication 
of dozens of staff and volunteers, we have accomplished 
something that will be remembered for generations, because it 
will continue to impact the Cayce work for generations. 

Historic and Current
At our Grand Finale, we shared a Campaign-retrospective 

video: before-and-after photos of buildings, our people, and 
programs. People had tears in their eyes, realizing how far we’ve 
come in so short a time. Your efforts will have a ripple effect 
through time. Yes, this is a historic moment for the Cayce work. 
Yes, this Campaign’s success will positively affect future gener-
ations. But where it matters most is the impact you’re having 
right NOW. Our students are getting even better educations; 
our Cayce/Miller Café is pulling in locals who have never before 
set foot on our campus; new endowments are supporting pro-
grams like Prayer, Study Groups, Camp, and our Library, which 
have never before had steady financial backing like this.

The Day YOU Changed the World
Back in 1938, Edgar Cayce wrote a letter to a friend and said, 

“It is well for us to keep the love of right, the love of God, the 
hope to be helpful every day to others, for all the money there is 
is only loaned to those who have it.” Having been birthed out of 
the Cayce ideals, the CREATE Campaign has been much more 
than “just” a fundraising campaign; it is another way for us to 
change the world—an opportunity “to be helpful every day to 
others.” It’s just that simple. The day you donate some of that 
money Mr. Cayce says has been “loaned” to you is the day you 
change the world.

What’s Next? 
Of course, we’ll keep raising money 

to support and co-create the A.R.E. 
of the future. Knowing it’s up to us to 
create, it’s exciting to consider what 
you want the organization to look 
like in your next lifetime. Wouldn’t 
it be hilarious to receive a scholarship from the fund which the 
former you established?! Take a class in a building which you 
helped build? Or even to receive books sent to you from your 
fund supporting our Prison Outreach program! Remember, ‘what 
goes around comes around.’ Keep A.R.E. strong into the future by 
adding us to your will. Your future self will be grateful.
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